
Finding the right property to invest in is more 
involved than just seeking out a particular 
price and number of bedrooms.  There are 
many other issues one should consider.
When interviewing a buyer, I always want to know more about their lifestyle and 
how the property will be used.  There are important trends and considerations 
involved in making the best decision.
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RENTALS
Many people who only want to use their property part of the time, may choose to 
offset their expenses by renting it out.  Short-term or vacation rentals are 
permitted in single family homes without an HOA. But, the trend in HOA’s is to 
limit short term rentals, and put in place minimum rental periods that can be as 
short as 30 days while others may require a 6 month minimum.  Obviously these 
restrictions would not allow for weekend rentals, which are highly popular in 
resort areas such as Lake Tahoe.

SHORT TERM RENTALS
The more a property can sleep, the higher its short term 
Rentability will be.  Think pull out sofa beds, bunk rooms and 
overflow sleeping accommodations in lofts and flex rooms.  
Homes that have pool tables and large screen TV’s also have a 
higher rent rate than homes that do not.

SNOW REMOVAL
If a property is going to be inhabited by school aged children, 
or someone who travels a lot, one would prefer to be located 
on a school bus route. These streets have priority plowing in 
the winter.  Cul-de-sacs offer many benefits, such as low 
traffic,  but they are also the last ones plowed, which can 
make travel and trips to school much more challenging.
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Many investors prefer to purchase condos or homes within HOA’s, as 
this usually means there is a management company to handle snow 
removal, landscaping, and many even cover exterior maintenance. If 
the property owner is not a handy person or living near by, 
maintenance can be a challenge. 
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ELEVATION & LOCATION
We all know location is one of the most important considerations in 
purchasing and at the Lake a big part of this consideration is elevation.  Generally 
speaking, a property located below 7,000 ft. elevation has significantly less snow 
than those properties over 7,000 ft. It is the “magic” line between the higher and 
lower elevations.

Many people love to walk for their morning coffee, or to the beach, or to run their 
errands. If this is the case, one would want a central location with easy access to 
all of these amenities.

Avid hikers, mountain bikers and dog owners may prefer to 
live near some of the many trailheads scattered throughout 
Incline, so as to have backcountry access without needing to 
drive anywhere.

Aging boomers tend to prefer single level living or at least 
having elevators for multi-level homes.

And speaking of dogs...many HOA’s have pet restrictions.  
Many permit homeowners to have dogs, but not renters.  
Others may limit the number of dogs or the size of pet 
permissible. 

The Lake Tahoe community is a wonderful place to live, and is 
best enjoyed when one has a clear sense of the property’s 
ultimate use, and user. If you have any questions about the 
Lake, feel free to give me a call.
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